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Student's Notes Page

Tips for Step 20

Step 20: Create your own Family Tree

Record Sheets and Pedigree Charts

Creating family tree record sheets and pedigree charts is an important

part of any genealogical research project. These tools can help you 

organize your research and keep track of your findings. Here are 

some tips for creating your own family tree record sheets and 

pedigree charts:

2.Download pre-made charts and sheets - There are many websites 

online where you can download pre-made family tree record sheets 

and pedigree charts. Here are a few websites you can visit to find free

downloadable charts and sheets:

● Family Tree Magazine: 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/free-forms/

● Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms

● MyHeritage: https://www.myheritage.com/free-genealogy-forms

3.Customize your own charts and sheets - If you prefer, you can also 

create your own family tree record sheets and pedigree charts. You 

can use software such as Microsoft Excel or Google Sheets to create 
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custom charts and sheets that meet your specific needs.

4.Record your information in an orderly manner - Regardless of whether

you use pre-made charts and sheets or create your own, it's 

important to record your information in a neat and orderly manner. 

This will make it easier to read and understand your research, and will

also help you identify any missing information or errors.

5.Attach any documents and photographs to the family record - In 

addition to recording basic information about each family member, it's

also a good idea to attach any relevant documents and photographs 

to your family record. This can include birth certificates, marriage 

licenses, obituaries, and photographs of family members.

By creating your own family tree record sheets and pedigree charts, 

you can organize your research and ensure that your findings are 

accurate and complete. Whether you download pre-made charts and 

sheets or create your own, be sure to record your information in an 

orderly manner and attach any relevant documents and photographs 

to your family record.
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5 Tips and Strategies

Step 20 - Create your own Family Tree Record Sheets and 
Pedigree Charts

Creating your own family tree record sheets and pedigree charts is a 

crucial step in genealogical research. Not only does it help you 

organize your findings, but it can also help identify gaps in your 

research and lead you to discover new information. Here are some 

tips and strategies to help you create your own family tree record 

sheets and pedigree charts.

1. Start with a basic chart or sheet template There are many 

templates available online that you can use to create your family

tree record sheets and pedigree charts. These templates can be 

customized to fit your needs, and many are available for free. 

Starting with a basic template can save you time and ensure that

you have all the necessary information.

2. Be consistent with your data entry It's important to maintain 

consistency when entering data on your family tree record 

sheets and pedigree charts. For example, if you use a specific 

date format, make sure that you use that format consistently 

throughout your research. This will make it easier to read and 

understand your research, and will also help you identify any 

missing information or errors.

3. Record sources and attach documents Recording sources is 
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essential when it comes to genealogical research. Make sure to 

note where you obtained your information, so you can revisit the

source later if necessary. It's also a good idea to attach any 

relevant documents and photographs to your family record. This 

can include birth certificates, marriage licenses, obituaries, and 

photographs of family members.

4. Update your charts and sheets regularly As your research 

progresses, your family tree record sheets and pedigree charts 

will grow and change. It's important to update your charts and 

sheets regularly to ensure that they remain accurate and up-to-

date. This will also help you identify any missing information or 

errors.

5. Use online genealogy software Online genealogy software can 

help you create family tree record sheets and pedigree charts 

quickly and easily. Many online genealogy websites offer these 

tools for free or for a fee. They can also help you identify missing

information and link you to relevant records.

By following these tips and strategies, you can create accurate and 

comprehensive family tree record sheets and pedigree charts. These 

tools will help you organize your research and lead you to new 

discoveries. Remember to be consistent with your data entry, record 

your sources and attach documents, update your charts and sheets 

regularly, and consider using online genealogy software.
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Quiz - Step 20
1. What are family tree record sheets and pedigree charts used for?

A. Organizing and keeping track of genealogical research 

B. Planning family reunions 

C. Documenting medical histories 

D. Tracking financial information

2. Where can you find free downloadable family tree record sheets 

and pedigree charts? 

A. Genealogy libraries only 

B. Ancestry.com 

C. Hospitals 

D. Social media websites

3. What software can you use to create custom family tree record 

sheets and pedigree charts? 

A. Microsoft Excel or Google Sheets 

B. Photoshop or Illustrator 

C. Final Cut Pro or Adobe Premiere 

D. Auto CAD or SketchUp
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4. What should you attach to your family record besides basic 

information? 

A. Birth certificates, marriage licenses, obituaries, and 

photographs of family members 

B. Grocery lists and shopping receipts 

C. Bank statements and credit reports 

D. Movie tickets and concert stubs

5. Why is it important to create family tree record sheets and 

pedigree charts? 

A. To preserve your research for future generations 

B. To create a detailed medical history 

C. To plan family vacations 

D. To track your family's financial assets
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Answers to Step 20 Quiz

1. Answer: A

2. Answer: B

3. Answer: A

4. Answer: A

5. Answer: A
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